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A game system for operating several games for a plurality of players, comprising: 
a plurality of player terminals coupled together, each terminal including 

means fof receiving player identification information from a participating one of 
the players, 

means for receiving game selection information from the participating player 
indicating one of theWurality of games, 

a video display^ for displaying a selected one of the games to the participating 
player, and 

means for executing software application programs corresponding to a plurality 
of games in response to anWternally-generated set of random numbers to determine the 
result of the selected game independent of pjay^r participation at other ones of the 
player terminals; 

a game server, connected to the jWality of player terminals, and including 

means for sending to the player terminals the set of random numbers as 
externally-generated random numbers; and 

a central controller, connected to eachbf the plurality of player terminals, and including 
means for storing player accountMnformation for each of the players, and 
means for adjusting the account information of the players according to the 

result of the games from the player terminal. 
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2. The system of claim 1, wherein the adjusting means includes 

means for crediting a player's account when the player wins the selected game of 
chance, and 



means for debiting the player's account when the player loses the selected game of 



chance. 
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3. The system of claim\l , wherein the player terminal includes 
means for sending to the game server the jgtime selection information. 

4. The system of claim 3, wnerein the p/ay^f terminal includes 
means for notifying the gari^e server to enroll the player terminal for the next game. 

5. The system of claim 3, whereik the game server includes 
means for receiving from the plover terminal the game selection information, 
means for generating sets of randcp numbers, each set corresponding to a different one 

of the plurality of games of chance, and 

wherein the sending means of the garW server further includes 

means for sending to the player\terminals the set of random numbers 
corresponding to the game selection information. 



6. The system of claim 5, wherein the game server includes 

means for generating the sets of random numbers representing game-specific winning 
numbers. 
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7. The system of claim p, wherein the game server includes 
means for generating fyie sets of sets of random numbers representing game-specific 

winning graphical figures. 

8. The system of claim 7, wmerein the gape* server further includes 
i means for changing the numbers representing the winning graphical figures. 

! . \ 

; 9. The system of claim 3, wherein the game server includes 
;! \ 

means for receiving from the player terminal the game selection information, and 

j \ 
I means for generating the set of Random numbers; and 

i 

! wherein the player terminal includes 

ij 

means for converting the set of random numbers into game-specific numbers 

; j \ 

corresponding to the game selection information. 
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10. A method :>f operating games comprising the steps of: 

establishing a player account file at a central controller for a participating player; 

receiving, at a player terminal coupled to the central controller, player identification 
information input by\the participating player; 

displaying, on a video display of the player terminal, a plurality of games of chance; 

receiving, at the player terminal, information for a selected one of the plurality of 

games; 

sending, by a game^ server, to the player terminal an externally-generated set of random 
numbers; 

; executing software application programs corresponding to the selected game by the 

: player terminal in response t* the extemaUv-generated^t of random numbers to determine the 

result of the selected game independent of player participation at other ones of the player 

terminals; and 

updating, by the central controller, the participating player's account file according to 
the result of the games from the player terminal. 
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1 1 . The method of claim 10, whlprein the step of updating the player's account includes the 
steps of 

crediting the player's account file when the player wins the selected game of chance, and 
debiting the player's account Slip when the player loses the selected game of chance. 
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1 2. The method of claim 1 0, further including the step of 

sending, by\ the player terminal, to the game server the game selection information. 

13. The method oftclaim 1 2, further including the step of 

notifying the gartie server by the player terminal to enroll the player' terminal for the 
next game. 
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; 1 4. The method of claim\ 1 2, further incluajng the steps of 

receiving, by the gam\ server, fro/h tj^e player terminal, the game selection information, 
generating sets of randdm numbers by the game server, each set corresponding to a 
different one of the plurality of games of chance, and 

wherein the sending step further includes the substep of 

sending, by the gam* server, to the player terminals the set of random numbers 
corresponding to the game selection information. 



15. The method of claim 14, wherem the generating step includes the substep of 

generating the sets of random numbers representing game-specific winning numbers. 
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16. The method of alaim 14, wherein the generating step includes the substep of 

generating the setp of random numbers representing game-specific winning graphical 

figures. 




17. The method of claim 18, further including the step of 
changing, by the game server, the nupiBers representing the winning graphical figures. 

18. The method of claim 12, fukher including the steps of 
receiving, by the game serveA from the player terminal the game selection information, 
generating the set of random numbers by the game server, and 

converting, by the player terminil, the set of random numbers into game-specific 
numbers corresponding to the game selection information. 
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19. A playen terminal capable of executing a plurality of games of chance, the terminal 
comprising: \ 

means forVeceiving player identification information from a participating player; 

means for receiving game selection information from the participating player indicating 
one of the plurality of games of chance; 

means for sendmg the game selection information to a game server; 

a video display foi displaying to the participating player display corresponding to the 
game selection information; 

means for receiving from the game^erver a set of random numbers corresponding to the 
game selection information; \ / V 

means for executing a game corresponding to the game selection information using the 
received set of random numbers \o determine the result of the game independent of player 
participation at other ones of the player terminals; and 

means for transmitting to a Central controller information about the participating player 
and about the game, including results of the game. 



20. 



The "System of claim 19, whereinuhe player terminal further includes 
means for receiving from the playir a wager amount. 



21. A game server for a video game system comprising: 
means for determining a predetermined interval; 

means fojr generating a plurality of sets of random numbers once during each 
predetermined interval, each set corresponding to a different one of a plurality of games of 
chance; 

means for receiving from a player terminal game selection information; and 
means for sending to the player terminal the set of random numbers corresponding to 
the game selection inforanation for use by the player terminals to determine the result of the 
selected game independent of player participation at other ones of the player terminals. 




22. The game server of \:laim 2 1 , wl/ej?6i\^the^gen€fating means includes 

means for generating\the sets of random numbers representing game-specific winning 
numbers. 



23. The game server of claims 1 , wherein the generating means includes 

means for generating the se^s of random numbers representing game-specific winning 
graphical figures. 
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24. The game server of claim 23, further including 

means for changing the numbers Representing the winning graphical figures. 
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A game server for a video game system comprising: 
means for determining a predetermined interval; 

means for generating a set of random numbers once during each predetermined interval; 



and 



means for sending to the player ^rpinalthe,set of game- independent random numbers 
during each predetermined interval for use by the player terminals, wherein the player terminal 
executes the game by converting tne set of game-independent random numbers to a set of 
game-specific numbers corresponding to game selection information. 
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A game system having central player tracking for a plurality of players, comprising: 
a plurality of player terminals coupled together, each terminal including 

means for receiving player identification information from a participating one of 
the players, \ 

means for receiving game selection information from the participating player 
indicating one off the plurality of games, 

a video display for displaying a selected one of the games to the participating 
player, \ 

means for receiving a wager amoprft from the participating player, 

means for executing a softwate anmication program for a game corresponding to 
the game selection information, and J( 

means for transmitting player activity information after each game for which the 
wager amount was received from the participating player, the player activity 
information including the result of the game and the wager amount; and 
a central controller, connected to each of the plurality of player terminals, and including 

means for storing player account information for each of the players, 

means for receiving from the player terminals the transmitted player activity 
information after each game for which the wager amount was received, and 

means for adjusting the account information of the players according to the 
player activity information after eacn game for which the wager amount was received. 
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27. The system of claim 26, wherein the adjusting means includes 

means fo^ crediting the player's account when the player wins the selected game of 
chance, and 



means for debiting the player's account when the player loses the selected game of 



chance. 
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28. The system of claim 26, wherein the central controller includes 
means for generating a report of Ae player activity information. 




29. The system of claiVn 26, vyh^fein the cenjrahtontroller includes 
means for issuing player awards during the player's game using player activity 

information. 

30. The system of claim 26, wherein the central controller includes 
means for issuing free play cards using the player activity information. 
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3 1 . The system of claim 30, Wherein the central controller includes 

means for invalidating free blayer cards after a predetermined period. 
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32. The system of craim 30, wherein the central controller includes 
means for modifying the plurality of games offered at player terminals using player 

activity information. 

33. The system of claim 30, yNhtTsn^e^^^DxiteotteT includes 
means for detecting winsyexceeding an average statistical odds. 
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34. The system of claim 30, wherein the central controller includes 

\ 

means for detecting simultaneous play at multiple player terminals by a single player. 
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35. A method of operating games in a system with central player tracking comprising the 
steps of: 

establishing a player account file at a central controller for a participating player; 
receiving, W a player terminal coupled to the central controller, player identification 
information input m the participating player; 

displaying, on a video display of the player terminal, a plurality of games of chance; 
receiving, at the player terminal, information for a selected one of the plurality of games 
including a wager amount from the participating player; 

executing a software application program by the player terminal for a game 
corresponding to the game selection information to determine the result of the game; 

transmitting, by th^ player termiipl, player activity information after each game for 
which the wager amount w^s rece/ved pcd m the^p artttTipating player, the player activity 
information including the refeult ortie game and the wager amount; and 

updating, by the central controller, the participating player's account file according to 
the result of the game and the flayer activity information after each game for which the wager 
amount was received. 



law ofmces 

Finnecan. Henderson, 
Farabow, Carrett 
6 Dunn er, llp. 

)300 I STREET, N. W. 
WASHINGTON, OC ZOOOS 
202-A08- 4QOO 



36. The method of claim 35, wherein the step of updating the player's account includes the 
steps of 

crediting the player's account! file when the player wins the selected game of chance, and 
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debiting the player's account file when the player loses the selected game of chance. 



37. The method of claimpS, wherein the updating step includes the step of 
generating a report of the player activity information. 

38. The method of claim 35A wherein the updating step includes the step of 

issuing, by the central controller, player awards during the player's game using player 
activity information. 




39. The method of claim 35, further in^^trigthestgf 

issuing, by the central controller, free play cards using the player activity information. 



; 40. The method of claim 35, further including the step of 

invalidating, by the central controller, free player cards after a predetermined period. 

41 . The method of claim 35, further including the step of 
; modifying, by the central controller, the plurality of games offered at player terminals 

using player activity information. 
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42. The method of cl&m 35, further including the step of 

detecting, by the central controllerOwins exceeding an average statistical odds. 




43. The method of claim 35V further including the step of 

detecting, by the central controller, simultaneous play at multiple player terminals by a 
single player. 
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44. A centra 



controller for a game system with central player tracking comprising: 



means fc r communicating with each of a plurality of player terminals; 
means for storing player account information for all players at the player terminals; 
means fo A receiving player activity information after each game for which a wager 
: amount was received by a game server from the player terminals, the player activity 
information including the result of the game and the wager amount; and 

means for adjusting the player account information of each of the players according to 
: the player activity information after e^6h game for which the wager amount was received by the 
game server from the pkyer termii 




45. The central controller of claim 44, wherein the adjusting means includes. 

means for crediting the player's account when the player wins the selected game of 
chance, and 



means for debiting the player's account when the player loses the selected game of 



chance. 



46. The*central controller of claim 44, further including 

! \ 
| \ 

| means for generating a report of the player activity information. 
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47. The central controller of claim 44, further including 
means for issuing player awards during the player's game using player activity 

information. 

48. The central controller of claim 44, further including 
means for issuing free play cards using the player activity information. 
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i 49. The central controller of claim 44, further including 
| means for invalidating free player cards after a predetermined period. 

! \ / 

; 50. The central controller of claim 44y4ujjfcher including 

means for modifying the pluralky^f ^nespffefed at player terminals using player 
activity information. 

:i 
j 

51. The central controller of claim 44, further including 

! \ 

i means for detecting wins exceeding an average statistical odds. 

52. The central controller of claim 44, further including 
means for detecting simultaneous play at multiple player terminals by a single player. 
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